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. Favors granted by the Magiſtrats of Edinburgb, above two hundred 
+ *. Years ago, and continued in the Exerciſe and Poſſesſion of the Liber- 
ties and Privitedges thereby granted to them ever ſincę that time, as well as a- 
ny Incorporation gt the ſaid BurgD, and obtained thele Priviledges particulars 
1yeftabliſhed, again the Invaſions and Incroachments made upon them by 
the Un-free.men of the ſaid Burgh, after hearing of both Parties; by an De: 
ereet of Council, dated the ſeventh day of June, 1595 years, under the Hand 
of Mr. Jabs Sleene Clerk Regiſter, as the ſamen herewith produced bears. And 
ficklikeby an Ac of the Magiſtrats and Town Council of Edinburgh, dated 
the 20 of Auguſt, 1656 yea, theſundry Priviledges, mentioned in the 
ſeveral Acts therein ſpecified, . are of new Ratified and Approven to them, 
and ordained to be made uſe of by the ſaids Free men Fleſhers, in all time co. 


ming 3 and particularly that the Un. free · men Fleſhers in Burgh and Land- 


ward only ſell their Fleſh in open Mercat upon the Mercat Days, either by 
whole Carcaſles, or at leaſt Quarters, and no otherwiſe: - All which Privi- 


- ledges are Ratified in the Parliament 168 1. As alſo by Decreet of the Lords of 


Privy. Council, dated the twentieth ſixih day of November, 1685. The Un- 
free-men Fleſhers are expteſly diſcharged to bring in, or hang any Beef, or o- 
ther Fleſh in the Fleſh Mercat of Edinburgh, but upon the three common 


Weekly. Mercat Days, and reſerved the point of Right to be. diſſcuſſed by 


the. Lords of Scsfion, as the ſaid Decreet bears; all which Priviledges are again 
Ratified by AR of Parliament, dated the fifteenth day of Fune, 1693 years : 
and particularly the foreſaid Ac ofthe Town Council, in anno 1656, where 
it is ſtatute and ordained, , that the whole Un-free-men Fleſhers, keep. only 
three Mercat Days in the Week, viz- Tueſday, Thurſday and Saturaday, as the 
ſaid Ratification likewiſe bears, | ED | 
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men hab hever been intended 


ſtancing Law in the Rütgb, feng quly an. Article 
qbjoy pd to a Table of Pryce Fur bee Win ad other Vi- 
Rade by thy Maghttas of Edinbug fbr Me year 288; and: which be- 
ing only made for one year, and by the conſtant Cuſtom altered YEALLY, ac· 
cording to the ſcarcity or plenty of the ſaid kind of Vivers: That Article 
could be of no more laſting or dureable Force, than the other Articles ſubjoyn- 
ed. to that Table of erycey* and as it were abſyrd to pretend now, that the 
Wine ſhould be ſold at eigbteenqpiil. per Ent, as it is appointed there, it is 
no leſs abſurd, to pretend that rhe Article b put the Unfree · men Fleſhers ſnbuld 
be of perpetual Continuance. Secundo, There being an AR of Parliament 
mzde a little before that time, 'sppoigtitig Fleſh to be fold by Weight, the 
Magiſtrats of Edinburgh, for bringing the #lefhers to the Obedienge of che 
Ack of parliament, did jndulge the Unfree· ien to ſell by Weight upon all days 
"of the week, to the effect they might conſtrain the Free:men Fleſhers to Oh. 
ſerve the foreſaid AR of Parliament more readily - But that AR of Parliament 
falling in deſuetude, and proving inpradticable, and the Unfree Fleſhery being 
the firſt that left off to ſe eile by weight, upon pretence of their he- 
ing reſtriQed to ſell Carcaſſes, or at least Quarters, There was fo tea- 
ſon they fhould enjoy that Article, as a perpetual ' Right which they ba 
only been indulged the fayour of far 4 ' particular time, for Ends and 
"Caufes they had never anſwered nor obſeryed. In Conſideration where- 
of, the Magiſtrats of Edinburgh, by their 4® dated the 41h, of September, 
1689 years, did of new again reſtrict the 'Unfrge-merr to: the ſaid three 
Mercat-days, conform to the Gifts and Priviledges concejved in favours of - 
the Free- wen, as the Act herewith produced will teſtiſie. 2uqrio, It were a 
great prejudice, not only to the particular eorporatiog of Free · men Flefbers 
within the Town of Edinburgh, to admit the Unffee-men to the equal Priyi- 
edges with the Free-men, but alſo to the whole other Incorporation and 
Laud-Lords within the ſamen; in reſpect, ifthis Tacarparation'be hroken, and 
no diſtiaction be made betwixt Free men and Ugfree-men,then the Free-men can 
never bear Scot and Lot ofthe Burgh, but their Ptopprtions of Ceſſes, and all 
"other publick Burdens whichthey did bear within Burgh, muſt neceſfarily fall 
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Burgh; which it is hoped, His jel? h Commiſſioger, and the 'Bftates 
of Parliament does no ways intent; for al lein only two d tree obſcure in? 


conſidetable ng * a fly aſſum che general Deſgauodi E Un- 
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ſent to ſhow bears. Qaizia, The Magiltrats of Edinburgh Ks eafilx rilliſe 
any. Abuſes, that the Free- weg Flehen may. happen 50 C0 ent. aid a0 
dingly every year, with Cancyrrence ofthe des way Se datt Rates upon, 
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heir; Gonft *. .of what Evil Conſequents 
this pterended Advantage wonld:bey by tollerating Un- Freg: men, as is drman- 
above -Ropreſemed, 
which makes the e wow vf corporation 47. ken, Law can make it, ,yor 
if Un. free · men 1 5 tollerat to 5 in ſin days ig the Week, then they may 
Combine amongſt themſelves ta kee 97 up their Fleſhes from ſale one day, un- 
leſs they get hat Þ ryces they pleaſe, Na they know they ban expoſe it 
the immediate gext day theres fret aud ſo have advantage over the Iaha- 
bitants. Whereas, when they ere Jeſtricted to three days in the werk, oy 
axe obliged to (ell at a reaſonable Kay, becauſe Fleſhes- will nat keep uk 
rupted until an other Mercat Ang beſides that It. ls prefumed; ct 
the Country Fleſhers would rather ſel at eafie Rates, than to carry back theit 
Fleſhes to the.Country 50 auf fy 7% in A po; ware £qandjtion than the 
Free-men are, for che 1 5 e. rom ching t the” Land: wer- 
cat, except ypon the lame 4 3h = ark ac rdl allowed: to Um free- 
men. 
And whereay it is pretended, that the giving 3 taleration 0 Varſzeen men, 
would hinder the Free men to ena Exorkicant Prices. It js 22 that 
three days being allgwed ta Gauowey Fleſhers, the Inheby opts way eaſily pro- 


vide themſelves Wl ne 971 AS M3Y ſerye them FWS? il he Free- 
men ſhould offer to exa Th AHA an the Un free- men, wy they would 


ruine themſelves, and their Fleſhes would ly un- ſold, and before another Mer- 


cat day, would be unfit to be, preſegted to a Mercat. And as to the preſent 
Dearth, it is uriqueſtionably known to the Honourable Court of Parliament that 
the ſame is occaſioned by the bad Seaſon only. 

And laſtly, If the Freedom of the Incorporation ſhould be at upon, 
and Inſringed, then this evil doth inevitably follow, as it hath done in for- 
mer times; that the Free-mens Servants do thereupon quite their Service, and 
look upon themſelves to be as free as their Maſters, and go to the Countrey, 
and in their Maſters Names. do buy Beſtial from Gentlemen and other Perſons, 
and Butcher the ſamine themſelves, without ever paying theſe from whom the) 


buy them: So that it may be ſaid with confidence, that the Countrey hath ſu- 


Nained thereby the loſs upwards of Fourty thouſand Pounds, within theſe few 


Years: And that is not the only loſs, but ſeveral others of the — + — 
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% buy at the Fourth Hand, and fo _ muſt ſellat dearer Rates than the 
| Free: men. By all which the Incorporation is abuſed, and are deprived of 
Servants, for ſerviag the Leidges ; which is gccealioned by the countenancing 

and tolerating Unfree-men, S EE 

And if the Un-free-men Fleſhers found upon an Act of the Privy Council, in 


- . toRatifie and Confirm the Rights and Freedom of the Incorporation, as 
formerly was done, both in this Current Parliament, and others preceeding, 


